
Report to: Southport Area 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Wednesday 6 
December 2017

Subject: Virginia Street Footbridge - Southport

Report of: Head of Locality 
Services - 
Commissioned

Wards Affected: Dukes; Kew;

Portfolio:

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

To provide a short briefing note and advise the Committee on the current condition and 
ongoing maintenance of the footbridge.

Recommendation:

That the Members of the Committee note the contents of the report and make their    
comments known to the Department of Locality Services - Commissioned.

Reasons for the Recommendation:

To enable Members of the Committee to voice their opinion on the information provided 
and for them to seek further information if required from the Department of Locality 
Services - Commissioned.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

N/A – This report is for information purposes only.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs N/A

(B) Capital Costs N/A



Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
N/A – This report is for information purposes only.

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

N/A

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services:

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD4942/17) has been consulted and has no 
comment and Head of Regulation and Compliance (LD4227/17) has been consulted and 
has no comments on the report.

(B) External Consultations 

N/A

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Area Committee meeting.



Contact Officer: Andrew Sawyer
Telephone Number: Ext 3314
Email Address: andrew.sawyer@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report.

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1.0 Introduction and Background

1.1 At the meeting on the 20th September 2017, a request was made that the Head of 
Locality Services - Commissioned be requested to submit a report on proposals 

for the Virginia Street Footbridge and that this should be presented at the next 
meeting in December.

1.2 A number of maintenance related issues had been highlighted including, lighting, 
weeds, drain blockages and the overall appearance of the bridge.  The following 
information sets out the current position with the maintenance of the bridge and its 
associated infrastructure.

2.0 Maintenance issues and condition update.

2.1 Lighting – The bridge is lit by a combination of free standing lighting columns on 
its approaches and bulkhead fittings across the bridge itself.  Following a recent 
inspection carried out in the week commencing 13th November  the condition of 
the lighting was found to be as follows:-

 All but one of the bulkhead lighting units were on and working.
 The single freestanding street light on the ASDA store side was on and working.
 The twin arm street light on the Virginia Street side had one lantern lit and one 

unlit.
 The two faults will be passed to the Street Lighting team for rectification.

2.2 Bridge Structure – Work has recently been undertaken to try and address a 
number of rocking steps.  There was no immediate hazard presented by the steps 
they just made a noise as the steps rocked.  Despite the Contractors best efforts 
to facilitate a permanent repair whilst the bridge remained open to the public, this 
has been with limited success.  The Council is now liaising with the Contactor to 
cost a permanent solution which may require substantial work to the bridge and 
the need for its temporary closure. A timeframe for such work is yet to be 
established and will be subject to available funding. Work has also recently been 
undertaken to repair and replace worn expansion joints on the bridge. There are 
still a few joints that require resealing.



2.3 Drain Holes – All drain holes were last cleaned in September 2017 during the 
planned maintenance work listed above.  In addition the Cleansing team clear the 
drain holes approximately four times per annum.

2.4 CCTV – Sefton Arc have confirmed that the camera is currently not operational 
due to a communications problem.

2.5 Weeds – As the bridge and its approaches form part of the adopted Highway, the 
footway is weed sprayed (visible growth only) up to four times per annum.  
The last weed spray was completed in October with the next due to commence in 
March 2018.

2.6 In addition to the above, the bridge surface and its approaches are visually 
inspected four times per annum as part of Borough-wide highway safety 
inspections of the Adopted highway.  Any ‘actionable’ defects found such as trips 
or defective paving etc., will be subsequently recorded and submitted for repair 
should they meet the Council’s intervention criteria.


